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A 40-year-old woman was arrested for allegedly killing her husband during a 
domestic quarrel in Madurantakam, Chengalpattu district, on Wednesday night. 
The deceased, Venkatesan (45), worked as a load worker, while his wife, Sandhiya 
(40) is a domestic help. Police said Venkatesan was a habitual alcoholic
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No ST certs, 100 tribals flag 
poll angle in plaint to collector
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Kallakurichi 

MORE than 100 residents from 
around 30 tribal families living 
in Sivanur, also known as Seer-
pathanallur village, under Van-
apuram taluk in Kallakurichi, 
have been allegedly waiting for 
tribal community certificates 
for several years. 

Community members al-
leged that caste Hindus were 
influencing officials to deny 
them official tribal status, fear-
ing it would alter local body 
constituency allocations in fa-
vour of  tribal groups. 

V Sarathkumar (32), a resi-
dent told TNIE, “caste Hindus 
think if  the constituency be-
comes reserved for us, then one 
of  us will be the panchayat 
president. They do not wish 
such Constitutional powers 
coming to us, so they have in-
fluenced local officials to not 
allot us the ST certificates.”

In a petition submitted to the 
Kallakurichi district collector, 
V Agathiyan, an activist and 
coordinator of  the Tribal Lib-
eration Movement said around 
30 students from the village 

were pursuing school and col-
lege education and required 
the certificates to access higher 
education opportunities and 
government welfare schemes.

He alleged that the families 
had repeatedly submitted peti-
tions to the district administra-
tion seeking tribal community 
certificates.

“Although inquiries by the 
village administrative officer, 
revenue inspector and tahsil-
dar had been completed, the ap-
plications remained pending 

for years without any valid rea-
son being communicated to the 
applicants” Agathiyan told 
TNIE. 

The people are demanding a 
proper field study be conducted 
by anthropology officials to 
verify eligibility and give 
recommendations. 

Official sources from the dis-
trict administration told TNIE 
that the issue will be probed by 
concerned departmental offi-
cials and necessary action will 
be taken.

Disabled persons seek 
bus travel concession
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Villupuram

MEMBERS of  the Tamil Nadu 
Association for the Rights of  
All Types of  Differently-abled 
and Caregivers (TARATDAC) 
staged a protest at the new bus 
stand in Villupuram on Thurs-
day, demanding travel conces-
sions for persons with disabili-
ties and their caretakers on the 
Vetri Payanam buses.

State deputy president of  
TARATDAC, V Radhakrishnan, 
said the previous DMK govern-
ment had introduced free travel 
for persons with disabilities 
and their escorts on city buses.  
He pointed out that Social Wel-
fare and Women Empowerment 
Minister K Jegadeshwari on 
October 3, had announced that 
persons with 40% or more dis-
ability holding a Unique Disa-

bility ID (UDID) card would be 
allowed free travel in Express, 
LSS, and Deluxe buses operat-
ing in urban and city areas, but 
the decision had not yet been 
implemented.

“Free travel is currently lim-
ited to town limits. We demand 
free travel for disabled people 
on town-limit deluxe buses, as 
well as on all mofussil, LSS, 
and Express buses for inter-dis-
trict travel.” he said. He added 
that the representations made 
by the association’s state-level 
office-bearers to the Principal 
Secretary of  the Transport De-
partment had failed to yield 
any action.

The demonstration was led 
by district secretary A Krishna-
moorthy while district presi-
dent G Jayakumar and treas-
urer M Yuganthi were also 
present. 

V Agathiyan, a tribal rights activist, with members seeking ST status in Kallakurichi |  EXPRESS

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Thoothukudi

THE damaged statue of  Jesus 
at the Sacred Hearts’ Cathedral 
in Thoothukudi was safely 
brought down on Thursday, 
days after it was damaged in 
lightning.   A hand of  the statue 
was broken amid lightning on 
Tuesday.

The church committee un-
dertook the safe removal of  the 
statue on Wednesday, hiring a 
large heavy-duty hydraulic 
crane. Prayers at the church 
were held for three days follow-
ing the incident.  

Speaking to TNIE, a source 
said that a safety assessment 
was conducted preliminarily, 
which revealed that the statue 
was intact within the dome.

The statue was constructed 
around an iron rod. The iron 
rod was extending from the 
dome, he said.

The iron rod was cut with the 
latest equipment, and the stat-
ue was promptly brought down, 
he added. Subsequently, the 
statue of  Mary standing in the 
dome was also detached and 
brought down for rework, he 
said.

The Parish council has been 
instructed to form a committee 
to discuss the statue restora-
tion project.

The statue will be restored 
meticulously so that it is safe 
for several generations, said 
sources.

Damaged Jesus 
statue safely 
brought down

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Chennai

THE Entrustment Document 
Fraud (EDF) wing of  the Cen-
tral Crime Branch in Chennai 
arrested three men for alleg-
edly cheating businessmen by 
promising to arrange loans and 
collecting crores of  rupees as 
advance service charges. Two 
of  the accused were arrested in 
Ongole, Andhra Pradesh, on 
Tuesday, while the third was ar-
rested in Chennai, the police 
said.

The arrested have been iden-
tified as Lion Muthuvel alias 
Muthukrishna alias BM Chet-
tiar (48) of  Villivakkam; Jagan 
alias Guruparan (44) of  Ambat-
tur; and Thirukumaran (51) of  
Padikuppam. According to po-
lice, the gang had cheated peo-
ple of  over `100 crore by prom-
ising loans. Several cases are 
pending against them with the 
Chennai Central Crime Branch, 
CB-CID, Dharmapuri district 
police and Kerala police.

The gang allegedly cheated 
Manivannan (62), a business-
man from Anna Nagar, of  `2 
crore after promising to ar-
range a loan for business 
expansion. 

Gang held for 
cheating bizman 
of `2 crore

Disabled rights group members protest at the new bus stand in Villupuram on Thursday  | EXPRESS

TENDING TO THE EARTH 
Farmers manually spray fertilisers on a paddy field near Ranipet |  S DINESH

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Chennai

EVEN as interest for pickleball 
is growing among the young-
sters of  affluent areas, the 
Greater Chennai Corporation 
(GCC) has decided to bring the 
modern day sport to the stu-
dents of  schools run by it. The 
civic body has floated tenders 
to create pickleball courts in 
six GCC run schools, selected 
based on space availability.

Each court will be developed 
at a cost of  around `14 lakh us-
ing the Members of  Parliament 
Local Area Development 
Scheme (MPLADS) funds re-
leased by Congress MP Praveen 
Chakravarty. Explaining the 
rationale behind choosing to 
fund pickleball court, Chakra-
varthy told TNIE that the ini-
tiative is aimed at providing 
corporation school students 
with access to a growing sport 
that has largely remained con-
fined to elite clubs.

“Pickleball is one of  the fast-
est-growing sports in the world, 
particularly in the US, and it is 

growing rapidly in our country 
as well. But in India, it has 
largely been restricted to elite 
families and clubs. Why should 
it remain confined to the privi-
leged? Why can’t we make it ac-
cessible to children from eco-
nomically disadvantaged 
families,” he asked.

The MP said he conducted a 
pilot on Independence Day, tak-
ing students from a corpora-
tion school to a private pickle-
ball club in Gandhinagar to 
assess their response. After ob-
serving the students enjoy play-

ing the sport, he decided to pur-
s u e  t h e  i n i t i a t ive.  H e 
subsequently approached the 
GCC commissioner with the 
proposal, insisting that the se-
lection of  schools and imple-
mentation be carried out 
through an open and transpar-
ent process.

He further said the sport was 
chosen because it was relative-
ly easy to learn, required less 
infrastructure than sports such 
as tennis and badminton, and 
could be introduced within 
school premises. The initiative, 

he added, would also promote 
teamwork and potentially open 
up future opportunities for stu-
dents interested in pursuing 
the sport. The MP said he had 
spoken to the Tamil Nadu Pick-
leball Association about the 
initiative, adding that the pro-
gramme could help identify tal-
ented players.

The courts will be estab-
lished at the Chennai Higher 
Secondary School,  Bhar-
athidasan street, Thiruvanmi-
yur (Adyar zone), Chennai 
Higher Primary School (CPS) 
at Perumal koil street, Thara-
mani (Adyar zone), Chennai 
Girls High School on Pulla Av-
enue in Shenoy Nagar (Anna 
Nagar zone), Chennai Higher 
Secondary School on Govin-
dasamy Street, MGR Nagar 
(Kodambakkam zone), Chennai 
Boys Higher Secondary School
in Kodambakkam Road, Saida-
pet (Kodambakkam zone) and  
Chennai Middle School on Dr 
Kalaignar Karunanithi Salai, 
Sholinganalur (Sholinganallur 
zone).

Six Chennai corpn schools to get pickleball courts

Pickleball  courts at Express Avenue in Chennai |  FILE PIC
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GVK POWER �GOINDWAL SAHIB� LIMITED
Regd. Office: Plot No.10, Palgah Colony, Sardar Patel Road, Secunderabd - 500003.

Telangana, India.  CIN: U40109TG1997PLC028483
(A wholly owned subsidiary of Guru Amar Das Thermal Power Limited, GATPL)

(A step down wholly owned subsidiary of Punjab State Power Corporation Limited, PSPCL)

HOD, C&I, GATP, Goindwal Sahib, invites E-Tender for the work of:
1 Tender Enquiry No. 202/GATP/IMD/BTG/20018238 dated 22/10/2026

“Procurement of Temperature and Pressure sensors installed in TG and  
other BTG area from GATP, GOINDWAL SAHIB” 

Area of 2 x 270 MW Thermal Power Plant GATP, Goindwal Sahib
at 2X270 MW Guru Amardas Thermal Plant (GATP), Goindwal Sahib, Distt.:  
Tarn Taran, Punjab as per details given in the tender specifications.

For detailed NIT & tender specifications, please refer to https://eproc.punjab.gov.in from 
22/10/2026 from 17:00 Hrs onwards
Note: Corrigendum and addendum, if any, will be published online at https://eproc.punjab.gov.in
GATP-93/26/22/10/2026 
1079/12/2026-27/16407


